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Rochdale  Public  Libraries 


IN  giving  an  account  ot  the  Libraries  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  some 
of  the  efforts  made  in  this  direction  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  “ Free 
Public  Libraries  Acts.” 

At  a meeting  of  the  Improvement  Commissioners  held  April  16th  1856, 
presided  over  by  Thomas  Ashworth,  Chief  Constable,  the  subject  of  the 
Specifications  of  Patents  which  the  government  were  prepared  to  give  came 
lip  for  discussion.  Mr.  W.  A.  Scott  said  that  at  the  time  these  books  were 
first  offered  it  was  stated  they  would  form  a nucleus  of  a Free  Library  ; he 
also  stated  that  he  had  visited  all  the  free  libraries  in  the  County  to  ascertain 
how  they  were  worked,  and  also  how  far  the  experience  of  their  promoters 
might  help  the  Commissioners  or  the  Council  after  the  incorporation  in 
the  establishment  of  such  a library. 

Some  gentlemen  at  a former  meeting  when  the  question  of  a library 
was  mentioned,  had  offered  to  give  sums  of  money  towards  the  establish- 
ment of  a free  library. 

At  a subsequent  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  held  on  July  2nd  1856, 
Mr.  W.  W.  Barton,  Surveyor,  reported  from  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee that  if  a place  was  provided  the  town  might  soon  be  in  possession 
of  a free  library.  Mr.  W.  A.  Scott  agreed  with  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee, and  proposed  that  a building  be  temporarily  rented  so  that  the 
public  may  have  free  access  to  the  Specifications  of  Patents,  and  such  other 
books  which  might  be  presented,  and  thus  the  nucleus  of  a free  library 
formed.  Mr.  Barton  referred  to  the  order  of  June  5th  1855  when  the  books 
offered  by  the  Government  were  accepted.  Several  other  gentlemen  spoke 
upon  the  subject,  but  the  discussion  was  prematurely  closed  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Livsey  insisting  that  the  proposed  library  should  be  open  on  Sundays,  for 
if  closed  on  that  day  he  should  vote  against  it.  The  General  Purposes 
report  was  accordingly  referred  to  the  next  meeting.  At  that  meeting 
Mr.  Edward  Taylor  moved  in  a long  speech  the  following  resolution  : — 

“ That  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  in  making  provision  according  to  the 
order  passed  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  20th  June  1855,  for  the  reception  and 
deposit  of  the  books  of  specifications  given  by  the  Commissioners  of  Patents,  be 


requested  and  empowered  to  receive  donations  of  books  and  money  for  the  purposes 
of  a Free  Public  Library,  and  that  the  Committee  provide  suitable  accommodation 
for  that  purpose.” 

After  a long  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Thomas  Livsey  again  insisted  upon 
the  library  being  open  on  Sundays,  the  motion  seems  to  have  been  dropped. 

The  question  was,  however,  raised  from  time  to  time  by  correspondence 
in  the  local  press.  One  of  the  chief  points  urged  by  the  opponents  of 
the  establishment  of  a free  library  was  the  existence  of  a library  in 
connection  with  the  Rochdale  Equitable  Pioneers’  Society.  At  length, 
early  in  the  year  1870,  a requisition  was  got  up  signed  by  about  1,000 
inhabitants,  to  request  the  Mayor  to  call  a public  meeting  of  the  burgesses 
in  order  to  determine  upon  the  adoption  of  the  Free  Public  Libraries’  Acts. 
The  meeting  was  held  on  April  28th  1870  and  was  largely  attended.  It 
was  afterwards  found  that  the  petition  had  not  been  drawn  up  in  strictly 
legal  form  and  the  meeting  consequently  had  to  be  abandoned.  Another 
requisition  was  presented  to  the  Mayor  dated  May  2nd  1870,  who  thereupon 
called  a public  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  Public  Hall,  Baillie  Street, 
on  Wednesday  May  25th  1870.  The  hall  was  crowded.  The  Mayor 
(T.  B.  Willans,  Esq.),  presided,  and  he  was  supported  by  many  members 
of  the  Corporation  and  other  gentlemen.  The  adoption  of  the  Acts  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Councillor  James  Booth,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Ashworth, 
author  of  “ Strange  Tales.”  The  opposition  was  led  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Shepherd, 
President  of  the  Equitable  Pioneers’  Society,  and  his  speech  called  forth 
a powerful  reply  from  the  Rev.  W.  N.  Molesworth,  M.A.,  who,  as  a consistent 
friend  of  co-operation,  appealed  to  the  members  of  the  Pioneers’  Society 
not  to  discredit  their  past  history  by  laying  themselves  open  to  the  charge 
of  obstructing  the  spread  of  knowledge.  Several  speakers  followed  when 
the  Mayor  put  the  resolution,  and  it  was  declared  carried,  but  the  minority 
was  a large  one. 

The  interval  between  May  1870  and  September  1872  found  plenty  of 
work  for  the  first  Library  Committee.  Mr.  Councillor  James  Booth  who 
had  taken  a leading  part  in  the  agitation  for  the  formation  of  the  library, 
was  elected  Chairman  ; he  was  admirably  fitted  for  the  position,  having 
a great  love  of  books,  plenty  of  time  on  his  hands  which  was  freely  devoted 
to  work  connected  with  the  library,  and  an  enthusiasm  for  popular  education 
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generally.  Major  Fish  wick  was  chosen  Vice-Chairman.  The  Committee 
met  for  the  first  time  on  December  9th  1870.  Shortly  afterwards  a room 
was  rented  in  an  old  woollen  warehouse  in  Packer  Street  belonging  to  the 
Messrs.  Chadwick’s,  of  Oakenrod,  and  here  the  books  were  temporarily 
stored  and  prepared  for  issue  to  the  public.  The  first  Librarian  was  Mr. 
John  Hill,  of  Manchester,  who  only  remained  until  April  17th  1871,  when 
Mr.  George  Hanson,  the  present  Librarian,  was  appointed. 

The  first  report  dated  31st  March  1872,  shows  that  10,583  volumes  had 
been  purchased  for  £1,753  3s.  8d.  Only  303  volumes  up  to  this  time  having 
been  presented.  The  specifications  of  patents  which  had  previously  been 
kept  at  the  Commissioners’  Rooms,  Smith  Street,  were  now  transferred  to 
the  library  which  was  opened  on  September  18th  1872,  in  the  rooms  now 
occupied  by  the  School  of  Art  at  the  tower  end  of  the  Town  Hall.  This 
part  of  the  hall  is  supposed  to  have  been  designed  for  the  library,  but  it 
was  signally  unsuited  for  the  purpose.  Prior  to  the  opening  ceremony 
a luncheon  was  given  in  the  Town  Hall  by  the  Mayor  (W.T.Shawcross,  Esq.). 
The  formal  ceremony  took  place  in  the  reading  room  at  which  were  present 
Alderman  W.  T.  Shawcross,  the  Mayor  ; the  Lord  Bishop  of  Manchester, 
James  Fraser,  D.D.;  Alderman  G.  L.  Ashworth,  Ex-Mayor  ; Rev.  W.  N. 
Molesworth,  M.A.,  Edmund  Ashworth,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the  School 
Board  ; the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Library  Committee,  with 
many  members  of  the  Council  and  other  gentlemen  who  had  been  announced 
to  take  part  in  the  proceedings.  After  the  presentation  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee,  and  speeches  from  the  Rev.  W.  N.  Molesworth,  M.A.  and 
Edmund  Ashworth,  Esq.,  J.P.,  the  Mayor  congratulated  the  Committee 
and  the  public  that  he  was  able  to  declare  the  Library  open  for  public  use. 
The  following  entry  was  made  in  the  Library  Register  Book  : — “ Be  it 
remembered  that  the  Rochdale  Free  Public  Library  was  opened  in  the 
Town  Hall,  on  Wednesday  the  18th  September  1872,  by  the  Mayor  and 
the  Library  Committee.” 

W.  T.  SHAWCROSS,  Mayor. 

JAMES  BOOTH,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee. 

ZACH.  MELLOR,  Town  Clerk. 

J.  Manchester  (The  Bishop)  Robert  Adamson 

R.  M.  Pankhurst,  LL.D.  Thomas.  Schofield 


Robert  Taylor  Heape 
Wm.  W.  Schofield 
Thos.  B.  Willans 
William  A.  Scott 
James  Petrie 
George  Webster 
James  John  Curtis 


Henry  Fishwick 

J.  R.  Shepherd 

Thomas  Booth 

Robert  Jewison 

James  Ogden 

William  Leach 

George  Hanson,  Librarian. 


After  the  opening  ceremony  a public  meeting  was  held  in  the  large  room 
of  the  Town  Hall.  Alderman  W.  T.  Shawcross,  the  Mayor,  presided,  and 
he  was  supported  by  Alderman  G.  L.  Ashworth,  Ex-Mayor  ; the  Lord 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Manchester,  James  Fraser,  D.D.;  Rev.  W.  N. 
Molesworth,  M.A.,  Rev.  H.  W.  Parkinson,  W.  W.  Schofield,  Esq.,  J.P., 
R.  M.  Pankhurst,  LL.D.,  Alderman  R.  T.  Heape,  J.P.,  Alderman  T.  B. 
Willans,  J.P.,  Edmund  Ashworth,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the  School 
Board;  Lieut. -Colonel  Fishwick,  Robert  Jewison,  Esq.,  Mr.  J.  R.  Shepherd, 
President  ol  the  Rochdale  Equitable  Pioneers’  Society;  Mr.  Abraham 
Greenwood,  the  members  of  the  Library  Committee,  many  members  of  the 
Town  Council,  and  other  gentlemen.  From  the  report  which  was  read 
by  the  Town  Clerk  it  appeared  that  there  were  at  that  time  3,738  volumes 
in  the  Reference  Department,  53  volumes  of  Parliamentary  Records, 
2,573  volumes  of  Specifications  of  Patents,  and  8,032  volumes  in  the 
Lending  Department  ; a total  of  14,396  volumes. 


The  first  Chairman  of  the  Committee  was 
Mr.  Alderman  James  Booth,  who  was  succeeded 
in  1881  by  Lieut. -Colonel  (Alderman)  Henry 
Fishwick,  the  present  Chairman. 

The  first  Catalogue  of  the  Lending  Depart- 
ment was  printed  in  1872  ; the  Reference 
Library  Catalogue  in  1873  ; Supplementary 
Catalogues  of  the  Books  in  the  Lending  Depart- 
ment were  issued  in  1874,  1878,  1890,  1893,  1903, 
and  1905.  A revised  edition  of  the  Catalogue 
of  the  Books  in  the  Reference  Department,  395 
royal  octavo  pages,  in  1890  ; Revised  Editions  of  the  Lending  Library 
Catalogue  in  1882  and  1899  ; Catalogue  of  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls  in 


Alderman  JAMES  BOOTH 
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the  Central  Lending  Department  in  1905  ; and  a Catalogue  of  Books  in 
the  Castleton  Branch  Library  in  1904.  The  Catalogue  at  present  in 
use  for  the  Lending  Department  contains  752  pages  (quarto)  double 
columns. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Library  4,907  volumes  have  been  presented  to 
the  Lending  Department,  3,184  volumes  to  the  Reference  Department, 
and  4,409  volumes  were  transferred  from  the  Subscription  Library  during 
the  time  it  was  connected  with  the  Free  Public  Library,  making  the  total 
donations  12,500  volumes. 


Special  Collections  of  Books  in  the  Reference  Department 

There  are  at  present  seventy-four  different  editions  of  the  “ View  of  the 
Lancashire  Dialect,”  “ Human  Passions  Delineated,”  and  miscellaneous 
works  of  John  Collier  “ Tim  Bobbin,”  in  the  Library,  from  the  rare  first 
edition  published  in  1746  to  the  edition  Edited  by  Lieut  .-Colonel  Fishwick 
issued  in  1894. 

One  hundred  and  seven  works  referring  to  wool  and  woollen 
manufacture,  which  at  one  time  in  the  town’s  history  might  be  called 
the  staple  trade  of  the  district,  the  dates  of  publication  ranging  from 
1610  to  1904. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  Political  Pamphlets,  Poems,  and  Satirical 
Works  reputed  to  be  written  by  Daniel  Defoe. 

An  unrivalled  collection  of  books,  pamphlets,  &c.,  illustrative  of  the 
history  of  Rochdale  comprising  1,260  books,  pamphlets,  &c.,  printed  in  or 
written  by  persons  connected  with  Rochdale.  Also  large  scrap  books  filled 
with  local  election  and  other  placards. 

The  collection  of  books  relating  to  the  County  of  Lancashire  is  probably 
the  most  complete  one  in  England.  The  topographical  views  of  places 
in  Lancashire  and  portraits  of  persons  connected  with  the  County  are  of 
special  interest,  and  are  contained  in  ten  large  folio  volumes. 


The  Rochdale  Subscription  Library  became  affiliated  with  the  Free 
Public  Library  on  October  gth  1876,  and  continued  to  be  worked  in 
connection  therewith  (except  for  a short  period)  until  September  1st  1903. 

The  Boys’  Library  and  Ladies’  Reading  Room  opened  for  the  first  time 
on  Wednesday  May  13th  1885.  Both  departments  have  proved  very 
popular  and  serviceable,  on  an  average  700  ladies  attend  the  room  weekly, 
and  about  40,000  volumes  are  issued  annually  from  the  Boys’  Library. 
The  Ladies’  Room  is  supplied  with  fifty-one  weekly  and  monthly  periodicals 
and  the  Boys’  Library  contains  1,667  volumes. 

Sunday  Opening  of  the  Library 

The  question  of  opening  the  Reference  Library  on  a Sunday  was  brought 
before  the  Council  on  the  4th  February  1886,  when  after  a long  debate  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  opening,  moved  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Fishwick  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  John  Albert  Bright,  was  carried  by  one  vote,  accordingly 
the  Reference  Department  and  the  Boys’  Library  were  opened  for  the 
first  time  on  Sunday  February  14th  1886,  and  continues  to  be  open  each 
Sunday  in  the  year  up  to  the  present  time.  Sunday  opening  has  undoubt- 
edly been  a great  success.  The  average  attendance  each  Sunday  being 
about  800  persons,  and  the  yearly  issue  of  books  about  20,000  volumes. 

Scholars  and  Supplementary  Tickets 

In  November  1904,  on  the  initiative  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee,  it  was  resolved  that  on  the  recommendation  of  a head  teacher 
of  an  elementary  or  continuation  school,  borrowers’  tickets  be  issued  to 
children  over  twelve  years  of  age  without  the  guarantee  of  a burgess,  and 
that  for  this  purpose  recommendation  forms  be  sent  with  the  consent  of  the 
Education  Committee  to  every  school  in  the  borough.  It  was  further 
resolved  that  persons  having  borrowers’  tickets  may  on  application  have 
issued  to  them  a supplementary  ticket  which  will  enable  them  to  borrow 
from  the  Library  an  additional  work,  but  no  person  to  be  allowed  to  have 
two  works  of  fiction  out  at  one  time.  Already  710  scholars  and  561  supple- 
mentary tickets  have  been  granted.  A Catalogue  of  Books  suitable  for 
juvenile  readers  has  been  printed  and  copies  sent  to  every  school  in  the 
borough. 
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Growth  of  the  Library  in  Stock  and  Issue  of  Books  since  1874 
the  first  complete  year  s return 
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Reference 

Library 

Lending 

Department 

Year 

Slock 

Issue 

Stock 

Issue 

1874 

. . 4,883  . . 

. . 24,604  . . 

10,824  • 

60,760 

1878 

6,966 

• • 82,833  • • 

. . 17,928  . 

. . . 90,654 

(. a ) 1882 

• • 8,675  . . 

. . 60,581  . . 

• • 23,045  . 

59,668 

(b)  1886 

..  11,161  .. 

• • 78,274  . . 

• • 27,356  . 

• ■ ■ 141.847 

1892 

. . 12.797  • • 

• • 97,790  • • 

32,006 

• • • 138,085 

1896 

14,098  . . 

• • 89,376  . . 

• • 35,309  • 

. . . 138,179 

1900 

• • 15,233  • • 

. . 81,563  . . 

• • 38,409  • 

• • • 132,317 

1903 

. . 16,280  . . 

. . 68,146  . . 

• • 39,799  • 

140,107 

(c)  1906 

• • 17,231  • • 

. . 40,618  . . 

42,466 

. . . 142,417 

In  1874  no  daily  papers  and  only  twenty-one  periodicals  were  supplied  ; 
in  1903  seven  daily  papers  and  247  periodicals  were  taken,  while  in  1906 
twenty-one  daily  papers  and  306  periodicals  are  placed  on  the  reading 
room  stands  and  tables.  During  recent  years  the  issue  from  the  Lending 
Department  would  have  appeared  considerably  larger  but  for  the  gradual 
substitution  of  the  one  volume  for  the  three  volume  novel. 

Fire  at  the  Lawn  Hall 

On  Tuesday  evening,  April  10th  1883,  a fire  occurred  which  destroyed 
the  Town  Hall  Spire,  &c.,  and  much  damage  was  done  to  the  Reference 
Reading  Room,  a portion  of  the  roof  being  entirely  destroyed.  The 
volumes  comprising  the  Reference  Department  were  hastily  removed  to 
the  warehouse  since  used  by  the  Rochdale  Times  printing  department. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  books  in  the  Reference  Library  were  saturated 
with  water.  Not  quite  so  much  damage  was  done  to  the  Lending  Library. 
The  total  damage  done  to  the  books  was  assessed  at  £1,508.  The  Sub- 
scription Library  occupied  a room  in  the  tower  ; into  this  department  tons 
of  debris  fell,  and  the  flames  were  as  fierce  here  as  in  any  part  of  the  building, 
as  a consequence  the  whole  of  the  contents  were  completely  destroyed. 

(a)  The  Lending  Library  was  only  open  on  189  days  this  year  owing  to  Smallpox  and  other  infectious 
disorders  prevailing  so  extensively  in  the  town. 

( b ) Removed  from  the  Town  Hall  to  our  present  Library  Buildings  ; also  commenced  to  open  the  Reference 
Department  on  Sundays. 

(c)  The  decreased  issue  in  the  Reference  Department  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  in  the  year  1904  about 
550  volumes  of  popular  works  of  reference  including  Directories,  Dictionaries,  Encyclopedias,  Year-Books,  &c., 
were  placed  on  open  shelves  and  no  record  kept  of  their  use.  The  supply  of  daily  newspapers  and  other  periodicals 
was  also  largely  increased. 
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The  fire  of  course  put  a stop  for  a time  to  the  work  of  the  Library,  the 
Reference  Department  was  only  open  eight  days  and  the  Lending  Depart- 
ment 142  days  during  the  following  year.  The  Library  Committee  rented 
for  a few  months  the  room  over  the  shops  at  the  corner  of  Lord  Street 
for  a temporary  reading  room. 


The  Present  Library  Buildings 

Before  the  fire  at  the  Town  Hall  the  question  of  providing  better  accom- 
modation  for  the  growing  requirements  of  the  Library  had  been  discussed 
by  the  Library  Committee  again  and  again.  After  the  fire  in  April  1883 
it  was  decided  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  entertain  the  idea  of  reinstating 
the  Library  in  the  Town  Hall,  and  after  consideration  of  many  sites  the 
Committee  selected  the  plot  of  land  near  Willow  Bank,  and  in  accordance 
with  a resolution  passed  by  the  Council  on  June  7th  1883  estimates  were 
obtained  and  the  work  of  building  a new  library  commenced.  The 
estimated  cost  was  -£4,500.  The  Architect’s  description  of  the  building 
is  as  follows  : The  faqade  extends  along  the  Esplanade  for  about  eighty- 
seven  feet.  The  building  is  all  one  storey  with  a basement  on  the  northerly 
side,  and  covers  an  area  of  650  square  yards.  The  design  is  domestic  gothic, 
the  materials  used  being  Yorkshire  stone  dressings,  green  Buttermere 
slates  with  red  Staffordshire  ridging.  Passing  through  the  vestibule  the 
visitor  can  enter  through  doors  on  either  side,  and  from  the  entrance  hall 
access  on  the  right  hand  side  is  given  to  a large  reading  room,  now  used 
as  a newsroom  only,  and  on  the  left  hand  side  to  the  reading  rooms,  now 
devoted  to  ladies  and  the  Reference  library.  In  the  entrance  hall  is  the 
counter  for  the  lending  department.  Behind  the  counter  are  bookcases 
containing  the  books  which  number  (without  taking  into  account  a set  of 
the  Specifications  of  Patents)  59,697  volumes  for  both  Lending  and  Refer- 
ence Departments.  The  building  throughout  is  wrell  lighted,  the  windows 
on  the  front  being  filled  with  cathedral  glass,  including  medallions  containing 
the  portraits  of  eminent  writers,  both  male  and  female,  in  different  fields 
of  literature,  and  this  is  further  amplified  in  the  windows  on  the  north 
side.  These  windows  were  the  gift  of  Mr.  James  Ogden  a former  member 
of  the  Library  Committee.  The  basement  extends  for  the  full  width  of 
the  building  and  depth  of  twenty  feet,  and  is  utilised  by  a room  for  patents, 


parliamentary  papers,  &c.,  a Librarian’s  room  which  also  serves  for  a 
committee  room.  With  the  exception  of  the  entrance  doors  of  oak  and 
the  vestibule  doors  of  American  walnut,  the  interior  is  of  pitch-pine,  var- 
nished, which  wood  has  also  been  used  for  most  of  the  fittings,  except  the 
tops  of  the  counters,  tables,  &c.,  which  are  of  American  walnut.  The 
floors  of  the  entrance  hall  and  news  room  are  laid  with  wood  blocks  on  a 
concrete  foundation.  The  heating  is  on  the  low  pressure  system  and  has 
been  arranged  so  as  to  give  control  over  every  portion  of  the  system. 
The  total  cost  of  the  buildings  and  fittings  was  £5,900. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1896  the  electric  light  was  introduced. 
The  Architect  was  Mr.  S.  Sydney  Platt,  M.Inst.C.E.,  Borough  Surveyor. 


The  Opening  Ceremony 

The  new  Library  Buildings  were  opened  on  Thursday  October  30th  1884. 
Prior  to  the  opening  the  members  of  the  Library  Committee  and  the  Council 
met  in  the  Town  Hall  and  then  marched  in  procession  to  the  new  building. 
Here  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  (Lieut. -Colonel  Henry  Fishwick) 
handed  a golden  key  to  the  Mayor  (Alderman  Thomas  Schofield)  with 
which  the  latter  unlocked  the  door,  and  in  a few  words  declared  the  building 
open.  A meeting  was  then  held  in  the  newly  opened  library  at  which 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  presided,  and  amongst  the  visitors  on  the 
platform  was  the  late  Edwin  Waugh.  The  following  resolution 

“ That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  establishment  of  a Free  Library  is  a 
great  boon  to  the  inhabitants,  and  that  its  removal  to  the  present  building  will 
be  a means  of  increased  efficiency  and  usefulness  ” 

was  moved  by  Mr.  Thomas  Watson,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  the  School  Board 
(Mr.  Watson  in  his  remarks  referred  to  the  project  for  setting  apart  a 
portion  of  the  Library  as  a boys’  reading  room,  and  said  he  should  be 
very  happy  to  give  £100  towards  the  purchase  of  books),  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  Wylie,  M.A.,  H.M.  Inspector  of  Schools.  A vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Mayor  was  moved  by  Mr.  James  Ogden  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Coun- 
cillor Joseph  Robert  Heape  ; and  also  to  the  Chairman,  moved  by  Mr. 
W.  A.  Scott  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Alderman  J.  S.  Hudson,  which  concluded 
the  proceedings. 


Extension  of  the  Library  Buildings 

For  a long  time  the  work  of  the  Library  Committee  has  been  hampered 
for  lack  of  room.  It  has  not  been  easy  to  find  accommodation  for  the 
rapidly  growing  Lending  and  Reference  Libraries,  and  only  one  room  has 
been  available  for  newspaper  readers  and  for  students,  with  the  inevitable 
result  that  the  interests  of  both  have  suffered.  Both  the  general  reading 
room  and  the  boys’  room  have  been  inconveniently  crowded. 

The  Library  building  was  designed  by  Mr.  Jesse  Horsfall,  who,  when 
it  was  built  in  1884,  was  a member  of  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  staff.  On 
the  advice  of  Mr.  S.  S.  Platt,  he  was  asked  to  plan  the  extensions.  In 
style  and  general  treatment  the  extension  (which  is  built  of  Yorkshire 
stone  with  a roof  of  green  Westmorland  slates)  is  in  keeping  with  the 
older  portion  of  the  building.  The  danger  of  spoiling  the  light  has  been 
more  than  avoided,  for  the  part  affected  is  even  better  lighted  than  it  was 
before  the  alterations.  It  is  to  prevent  interference  with  the  windows 
that  the  extension  is  set  back  some  twenty-five  feet  from  the  front  of  the 
Library.  What  was  formerly  used  as  a general  reading  room  is  now 
devoted  to  newspapers  and  the  lighter  class  of  periodicals.  Freed  from  the 
bookcases  that  previously  occupied  part  of  it,  the  room  appropriated  by 
the  Ladies’  and  Boys’  Library  has  been  divided  in  two,  the  room  next  to  the 
library  entrance  hall  being  for  ladies,  who  have  provided  for  their  use  a 
special  selection  of  periodicals  ; and  the  other  room  for  consultation  of 
books  from  the  Reference  Department  and  the  reading  of  the  higher  class 
magazines  and  periodicals.  In  this  room  are  also  kept  about  550  volumes 
on  open  shelves  of  popular  works  including  Dictionaries,  Directories, 
Encyclopaedias,  Year-Books,  and  other  works  of  general  reference.  In  the 
room  at  the  north-western  corner  of  the  extension  bookcase  accommodation 
for  about  10,000  volumes  has  been  secured.  In  the  basement  lavatories 
have  been  provided,  also  a room  for  boys  thirty-four  feet  by  twenty-seven 
feet,  with  a separate  entrance  at  the  westerly  side  of  the  building. 

Castleton  Moor  Branch  Library 

When  the  borough  was  extended  in  the  year  1900  so  as  to  include  the 
Urban  District  of  Castleton,  an  agreement  was  come  to  whereby  the 
inhabitants  of  the  newly-incorporated  district  were  to  be  provided  with 


amongst  other  things  a branch  lending  Library.  The  first  step  towards 
realising  one  of  the  projects  was  taken  when  a lending  Library  was  opened 
in  Emma  Street  on  Monday  August  26th  1901,  and  after  an  occupancy 
of  these  premises  (formerly  an  ordinary  dwelling-house)  for  over  four  years, 


CASTLETON  BRANCH  LIBRARY 


the  idea  of  housing  the  Library  in  a more  commodious  building  was  con- 
sidered. Accordingly,  Lieut. -Colonel  Fishwick,  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee,  approached  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  (whose  munificence  in 
erecting  libraries  is  well  known),  and  as  the  result  of  negotiations,  the 
latter  agreed  to  give  the  sum  of  £2,500,  stipulating  that  no  initial  cost 
such  as  that  involved  in  the  acquisition  of  land,  should  be  thrown  on  the 
rates.  It  was,  therefore,  arranged  that  the  building  should  be  erected 
on  land  already  in  the  possession  of  the  Corporation.  A further  condition 
imposed  was  to  the  effect  that  an  annual  minimum  sum  of  £140  should 
be  expended  in  maintaining  the  Library.  This  amount  is  equal  to  the 
proceeds  of  a penny  rate  on  the  Castleton  Moor  Ward. 


A centrally  situated  triangular  plot  of  land  at  the  corner  of  Manchester 
Road  and  Emma  Street  was  set  apart  for  the  erection  of  the  building. 
Presenting  in  itself  a neat  and  harmonius  appearance,  the  Library  building 
affords  a strong  contrast  to  the  monotonous  aspect  of  the  dwellings  that 
surround  it.  Accrington  bricks,  with  Yorkshire  stone  dressings,  have 
been  used  in  the  construction,  and  the  same  harmony  of  colour  is  preserved 
in  the  roof,  which  is  laid  with  brindled  Staffordshire  tiles.  The  principal 
entrance  is  from  Manchester  Road  and  there  is  also  a side  entrance  for 
the  staff.  Facing  the  entrance  and  beyond  the  vestibule  are  the  Lending 
Library,  counter  and  bookcases.  Provision  is  made  for  about  10,000 
volumes,  and  the  system  of  issuing  is  similar  to  that  which  prevails  at  the 
Central  Library.  A large  well-lighted  triangular  apartment  on  the  left 
of  the  vestibule  has  been  set  apart  for  the  general  reading  room.  This 
is  fairly  well  supplied  with  newspapers,  periodicals  and  magazines,  and 
the  ladies  have  a table  specially  reserved  for  themselves.  On  the  right 
a boys’  room  has  been  provided.  Two  rooms  occupy  the  first  floor,  but 
up  to  the  present  these  have  not  been  brought  into  use.  The  basement 
is  taken  up  by  lavatory  accommodation,  librarian’s  room,  work  and  store 
rooms,  and  the  heating  apparatus.  The  fittings  are  in  kauri  pine,  a light 
coloured  wood,  and  the  floors  are  laid  with  fireproof  maple  wood  blocks, 
the  entrance  hall  and  vestibule  being  finished  in  mosaic.  Gas  brackets 
fitted  with  incandescent  lights  have  been  fixed  throughout  the  building. 
Mr.  Jesse  Horsfall,  F.R.I.B.A.,  of  Todmorden  and  Manchester,  secured  the 
commission  in  a competition,  and  the  building  has  been  erected  from 
his  designs. 


Opening  of  the  Library 

The  ceremony  in  connection  witli  the  opening  of  the  Library  took  place 
on  Saturday  November  4th  1905.  Among  those  present  were  the  Mayor 
(Lieut. -Colonel  Henry  Fishwick,  F.S.A.),  who  was  accompanied  by  the 
Mayoress,  Miss  Fishwick  ; Miss  Janet  Fishwick,  Mr.  Councillor  J.  E.  Jones 
(Mayor  elect)  ; a goodly  number  of  the  members  of  the  Town  Council,  and 
other  influential  ladies  and  gentlemen.  A gold  key  was  handed  to  the 
Mayor  by  the  Architect,  and  he  remarked  that  he  would  cherish  it  as  a 
memorial  of  the  opening  of  the  institution.  After  the  door  had  been 
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opened  the  company  entered  the  reading  room.  Mr.  Councillor  James 
Ashworth,  Castleton,  who  presided,  observed  that  that  day  was  a red 
letter  day  in  the  history  of  Castleton.  The  Mayor  declared  the  building 
open  and  expressed  the  pleasure  it  gave  him  to  perform  the  ceremony ; 
he  also  alluded  to  the  generous  gift  of  £2,500  by  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie 
for  the  erection  of  the  Library,  to  the  advantages  of  libraries  generally, 
the  reading  of  fiction,  and  to  the  general  advantages  of  literary  culture. 
A vote  of  thanks  to  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  was  moved  by  Mr.  Councillor 
A.  G.  Rainbow  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Holt.  The  Chairman  was, 
on  the  initiative  of  Mr.  Isaac  Renshaw  seconded  by  Mr.  Councillor  Charles 
Heap,  warmly  thanked  for  presiding. 

Growth  of  the  Castleton  Moor  Branch  Library 


Year 

Days 
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Books 

Volumes 
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82  . 

. . i,6 77  . . 
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303  • 
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302  . 

. . 2,804  • 
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ART  GALLERY,  MUSEUM  AND  LIBRARY 


ROCHDALE  ART  GALLERY  & MUSEUM 


IN  1845  William  Ewart’s  “ Act  for  the  establishing  of  museums  in  large 
towns  ” was  passed,  and  it  was  shortly  afterwards  adopted  by  two  towns 
in  Lancashire,  namely,  Warrington  and  Salford.  This  Act  limited  the 
amount  ol  rate  to  be  used  for  museum  purposes  to  the  proceeds  of  a half- 
penny in  the  pound  on  the  rateable  value,  and  it  was  probably  this  fact 
which  prevented  its  more  general  adoption.  Although  museums  only  are 
named  in  the  title,  this  Act  allowed  authorities  to  provide  books  as  well 
as  pictures,  objects  of  art,  and  ordinary  museum  specimens.  Manchester 
established  a library  in  1852,  being  the  first  in  the  country  to  adopt  the 
amended  Act  of  1850,  but  not  for  many  years  afterwards  were  Art 
Galleries  and  Museums  provided  under  public  control.  It  is  curious  to  note 
that  the  first  Act,  although  allowing  towns  of  10,000  inhabitants  and 
upwards  to  build  and  maintain  museums,  art  galleries  and  libraries  out  of 
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the  rates,  it  did  not  allow  public  money  to  be  spent  on  specimens,  pictures 
or  books,  consequently  institutions  founded  under  this  Act  had  to  rely  on 
subscriptions  and  donations  or  had  to  make  a charge  for  admission.  The 
Act  of  1850  altered  this,  and  in  1855  the  rate  limit  was  raised  from  a 
halfpenny  to  a penny.  The  Museums  and  Gymnasiums  Act  of  1891 
permits  an  additional  halfpenny  in  the  pound  to  be  levied. 

Since  1855  the  development  of  the  library  movement  has  been  rapid, 
while  on  the  other  hand  the  establishment  of  museums  has  proceeded  at 
a slow  pace.  This  unequal  growth  of  the  kindred  institutions  has  been 
largely  the  effect  of  the  limitation  of  the  rate,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
fact  that  in  nearly  all  the  towns  where  museums  have  been  established, 
special  powers  have  been  obtained  from  Parliament  to  devote  more  than 
one  penny  in  the  pound  to  the  joint  institutions. 

In  Rochdale  no  movement  for  the  establishment  of  a library  or  museum 
appears  to  have  been  made  until  many  years  after  Parliament  gave  facilities. 
The  Libraries  Acts  were  adopted  in  1870,  but  no  provision  for  a museum  was 
or  could  be  made  in  the  Town  Hall  where  the  library  was  commenced. 
With  experience  of  the  working  of  the  library  came  knowledge  of  the  impossi- 
bility of  adequately  maintaining  an  art  gallery  and  museum  as  well  from 
the  proceeds  of  a penny  rate,  and  consequently  for  a time  the  matter  was 
allowed  to  lie  dormant.  From  time  to  time,  however,  references  were 
made  to  the  question  in  committee,  Council  chamber,  and  the  local  press, 
and  when  the  opportunity  for  a decided  step  came  it  was  promptly  seized. 
This  occurred  in  1898,  in  which  year  the  Council  took  steps  to  frame  a Bill 
to  enable  it  to  acquire  the  property  of  the  local  Tramway  Company,  and  to 
construct  and  work  tramways.  In  this  Bill  many  other  matters  were  in- 
cluded, and  the  Library  Committee  were  unanimous  in  asking  for  the 
insertion  of  a clause  to  increase  the  amount  to  be  levied  for  library  purposes 
from  one  penny  to  twopence.  This  was  for  the  express  purpose  of  enlarging 
the  library  and  establishing  and  maintaining  an  art  gallery  and  museum. 
When  the  Bill  received  Royal  Assent  in  August  1900  no  time  was  lost  in 
getting  to  work.  A sub-committee  was  appointed  which  decided  to  invite 
Mr.  Jesse  Horsfall,  F.R.I.B.A.,  of  Manchester  and  Todmorden,  to  prepare 
plans  and  estimates,  which  were  subsequently  adopted  by  the  Committee 
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and  approved  by  the  Town  Council  on  February  7th  1901,  the  estimated 
cost  being  £5,000.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  Committee  to  build  the 
extension  on  the  vacant  land  at  the  westerly  side  of  the  existing  building, 
the  land  was  granted  for  the  purpose  by  the  Council,  and  the  necessary 
borrowing  powers  were  obtained  from  the  Local  Government  Board. 

That  the  Committee  had  taken  a wise  step  in  recommending  the  establish- 
ment of  an  art  gallery  and  museum  was  proved  in  a practical  manner  by 
the  receipt  on  the  1st  of  January  1901  of  a very  generous  offer  from  Mr. 
James  Ogden,  of  Kilner  Deyne.  This  was  to  the  effect  that  he  was  prepared 
to  give  the  sum  of  £3,378  to  be  invested  until  1911,  after  which  date  the 
Council  would  be  required  to  spend  on  objects  of  art  the  sum  of  £200 
annually,  or  at  least  £1,000  every  five  years  (see  Chapter  III).  Needless 
to  say  this  generous  offer  was  unanimously  and  thankfully  accepted  by 
the  Council.  Subsequently  a further  sum  of  £1,000  was  added  by  Mr.  Ogden 
to  the  amount  already  given  and  also  interest  on  it  from  the  1st  January 
1901,  making  the  total  amount  given  by  Mr.  Ogden  £4,432.  The  annual 
sum  to  be  spent  was  thus  increased  to  £260  or  £1,300  every  five  years. 
Mr.  Ogden’s  Bequest  Fund  has  now  (in  1906)  reached  £5,269,  and  five  years 
hence  the  Committee  will  have  annually  at  disposal  a sum  wherewith  good 
pictures  may  be  purchased,  which  will  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  people 
of  Rochdale  and  an  ever  present  remembrance  of  the  generous  man  who 
in  many  ways  has  sought  to  benefit  his  native  town. 

Description  of  the  Building 

The  Art  Gallery  and  Museum  as  before  mentioned  is  an  extension  of  the 
Public  Library,  standing  on  the  Plsplanade  a few  hundred  yards  from  the 
Town  Hall  immediately  opposite  the  Park  Terraces,  and  with  the  river 
flowing  behind.  The  building  is  of  two  stories  with  a basement,  and  is 
designed  to  harmonise  with  the  Library,  which,  however,  consists  of  one 
storey  only,  and  basement.  It  is  built  of  Yorkshire  stone  throughout, 
with  green  Cumberland  slates.  The  area  covered  by  the  extension  is  212 
yards.  On  the  front  wTall  facing  the  road  are  three  handsome  panels  carved 
in  high  relief.  They  were  designed  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Allan,  of  University  College, 
Liverpool, and  were  carved  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Millson,  of  Manchester;  the  panels  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  illustration  show  three  groups  of  figures  representing 
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Science,  Art,  and  Literature  respectively.  As  the  cost  of  carving  these  panels 
had  not  been  covered  by  the  estimates,  the  Committee  would  probably  have 
been  compelled  to  delay  their  completion  had  not  three  members  of  the 
Town  Council  agreed  each  to.  bear  the  cost  of  a panel.  For  this  generosity 
the  Committee  were  indebted  to  Alderman  Miles  Ashworth,  Alderman 
W.  T.  Heap,  and  Councillor  J.  E.  Jones,  the  present  Mayor. 

On  the  ground  floor  are  the  entrance  hall  and  two  rooms,  called  the 
north  and  south  rooms,  each  thirty-five  feet  by  thirty  feet,  which  are  used 
for  the  purposes  of  a museum.  On  the  first  floor  are  the  picture  galleries. 
The  large  gallery,  measuring  sixty-eight  feet  by  thirty  feet,  is  lighted  by 
top  lights  running  the  whole  length  of  the  room  on  each  side,  and  the 
small  gallery,  thirty  feet  square,  is  lighted  by  a dome  of  stained  glass  as 
well  as  by  windows  on  one  side.  The  walls  of  the  galleries  are  boarded  to 
facilitate  the  hanging  of  pictures,  and  two  picture  rails  run  round  them. 
The  artificial  lighting  is  by  electric  incandescent  lamps.  In  the  galleries 
the  fittings  are  telescopic  with  small  rectangular  reflectors  round  each  lamp. 
In  the  other  rooms  the  lamps  are  on  pendants  in  groups  of  three,  and 
throughout  the  building  abundant  light  is  provided.  In  the  basement 
are  lavatories,  heating  apparatus,  and  a large  room  thirty-four  feet  by 
twenty-seven  feet  used  as  a reading  room  for  boys. 

The  total  cost  of  the  new  building  was  £6,533,  leaving  the  Committee 
with  an  adverse  balance  on  the  capital  account  of  over  £1,700,  which  it  was 
decided  should  be  wiped  off  by  degrees  from  revenue  instead  of  by  another 
loan.  During  the  past  three  years  this  balance  has  been  considerably 
reduced,  and  it  is  expected  that  in  two  years  it  will  be  clear. 

Opening  of  the  Art  Gallery  and  Museum 

Such  is  a brief  description  of  the  building  which  was  to  be  devoted  to 
the  purposes  of  an  Art  Gallery  and  Museum.  Before  opening  it  was 
necessary  to  make  arrangements  for  the  management  of  the  institution, 
and  to  this  end  the  Committee  invited  Mr.  Tom  Mostyn,  the  well-known 
Manchester  artist,  to  act  as  honorary  art  adviser,  to  advise  on  the  selection 
of  pictures  offered  for  purchase,  loan,  or  gift.  Mr.  F.  Williamson,  who  had 
been  on  the  Library  staff  fourteen  years,  was  appointed  secretary  in 
addition  to  his  duties  in  connection  with  the  Library.  In  September  1902 


23 


the  Committee  were  in  a position  to  fix  a date  for  the  opening,  and  at  the 
same  time  decided  that  the  inauguration  should  take  the  form  of  a Special 
Loan  Exhibition  of  modern  pictures.  On  April  3rd  1903,  the  Art  Gallery 
and  Museum  was  duly  opened  by  the  Chairman,  Lieut. -Colonel  Fishwick, 
F.S.A.  The  ceremony  was  presided  over  by  the  Mayor  (Councillor  S.  Turner), 
and  the  following  gentlemen  also  took  part  in  the  proceedings  : Alderman 
J.  R.  Heape,  Councillors  Dunning,  Renshaw,  and  Rushworth  ; Messrs. 
E.  L.  Taylor,  J.  R.  Ashworth,  D.Sc.,  James  Ogden,  and  Tom  Mostyn. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings  the  Mayor  handed  to  Col.  Fishwick 
an  ornamental  key,  presented  by  the  architect  (Mr.  Jesse  Horsfall)  as  a 
memento  of  the  occasion. 

Contents  of  the  Art  Gallery  and  Museum 

When  the  opening  took  place  the  rooms  were  comparatively  well  stocked 
with  museum  specimens,  for  even  so  long  ago  as  1874,  and  during  the 
intervening  period,  many  donations  of  curios  and  pictures  had  been  made 
to  the  Library  Committee  with  the  idea  that  ultimately  a museum  would 
be  formed.  In  1896  a very  valuable  collection  of  flint  implements  was 
received  from  Dr.  H.  C.  March,  and  for  its  proper  preservation  the  Rochdale 
Literary  and  Scientific  Society,  of  which  Dr.  March  was  the  president, 
presented  two  handsome  glass  show  cases.  These  implements,  of  neolithic 
type,  are  all  from  the  hills  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rochdale,  and  form 
a most  valuable  collection.  Before  the  opening  of  the  Museum  these 
cases  were  removed  from  the  entrance  hall  of  the  Library  where  they  had 
stood  for  some  years  and  placed  in  the  South  Room.  In  1902  the  Committee 
availed  themselves  of  an  opportunity  to  purchase  a fine  collection  of  fossils 
and  flint  implements  from  the  widow  of  a local  collector  (Mr.  James  Horsfall) 
who  had  died  a short  time  before,  and  this  collection  also  was  placed  in  the 
South  Room.  Among  other  donors  of  fossils  and  flints  should  be  mentioned 
Messrs.  S.  S.  Platt,  W.  H.  Sutcliffe,  W.  A.  Parker,  and  W.  Baldwin.  The  first 
named  along  with  Mr.  J.  Brittain  were  responsible  for  the  arrangement  of 
the  fossils,  the  different  collections  being  put  together  and  arranged  in  one 
series,  and  the  other  three  gentlemen  arranged  the  flint  implements.  It  would 
be  out  of  place  here  to  describe  all  the  contents  of  the  museum,  or  to 
particularise  all  the  gifts  received;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  indicate  the  lines 
along  which  development  is  taking  place.  The  prehistoric  flint  implements 
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of  which  mention  has  been  made  form  what  is  probably  a unique  collection. 
The  collection  consists  principally  of  neolithic  implements  of  every  type 
found  on  the  neolithic  floor  of  south-east  Lancashire.  Rochdale  is  appar- 
ently near  the  centre  of  the  area  over  which  these  finely  worked  implements 
are  found,  and  anyone  wishing  to  make  a thorough  study  of  the  subject 
must  of  necessity  visit  this  museum,  the  collection  of  fossils  although 
not  confined  to  those  of  local  strata  (carboniferous)  is  particularly  strong 
in  middle  coal  measure  types,  many  of  the  specimens  being  unique  for 
this  country.  A fair  collection  of  minerals  and  rocks  has  been  added,  and 
a conchologicalcollectionis  in  process  of  formation.  The  series  of  British 
land  and  freshwater  shells  being  fairly  complete  and  well  arranged.  A 
small  collection  of  British  birds’  eggs  has  recently  been  presented.  In 
addition  to  these  the  Museum  has  a number  of  curios,  relics  and  manu- 
scripts of  local  interest,  and  a small  collection  of  Roman  and  Egyptian 
antiquities.  The  latter  it  is  hoped  will  be  augmented  before  long  from  the 
discoveries  of  the  Egypt  Exploration  Fund. 

In  the  Small  Gallery  are  two  cases  containing  early  examples  of  typo- 
graphy ranging  in  date  from  1472  to  1499.  Many  of  the  best  known 
fifteenth  century  presses  of  Germany,  France,  Switzerland  and  Italy  are 
represented.  In  the  windows  above  the  cases  are  representations  of  the 
designs  of  the  well-known  printers  Froben,  Aldus,  Plantin,  Millar,  Coplande 
and  Caxton. 


The  Permanent  Collection  of  Pictures 

I he  permanent  collection  received  its  first  donation  in  1901,  two  years 
before  the  Gallery  was  opened.  The  donor  was  Mr.  Robert  Taylor  Heape, 
of  Healey  Hall,  who  since  that  date  has  periodically  offered  works  of  art 
for  the  Committee’s  acceptance.  Altogether  twenty-seven  oil  paintings, 
one  water-colour,  two  engravings,  and  one  marble  statue  have  been  received 
from  Mr.  Heape.  Some  of  the  artists  represented  among  these  works  are 
Sydney  Cooper,  R.A.,  J.  C.  Horsley,  R.A.,  F.  Goodall,  R.A.,  David  Roberts, 
R.A.,  James  Sant,  R.A.,  F.  W.  W.  Topham,  R.I.,  a reproduction  of  whose 
picture  is  given  in  this  volume,  and  many  other  well-known  artists.  Other 
donors  of  oil  paintings  and  water  colour  drawings  are  Miss  E.  G.  Kemp, 
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Miss  Lydia  Kemp,  Mr.  Richard  Heape,  Mr.  R.  D.  Holt,  Col.  C.  M.  Royds, 
C.B.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Sutcliffe,  and  Mr.  W.  Wiles,  Councillor  Wilson  Dunning, 
and  Councillor  J.  E.  Jones.  With  the  addition  of  a number  of  pictures 


FRENCH  POLITICIANS,  BY  Miss  F.  M.  REID 


purchased  by  the  Committee,  the  permanent  collection  now  has  fifty-six 
oil  paintings,  twelve  water-colours,  a number  of  engravings,  etchings,  and 
chromolithographs  and  several  pieces  of  statuary. 

Exhibitions 

In  the  short  period  of  a little  over  three  years  since  the  Art  Gallery  was 
opened  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  Committee  have  neglected  to  supply 
plenty  of  variety  in  the  matter  of  picture  exhibitions.  The  Loan  Exhibi- 
tion with  which  the  Gallery  opened  was  the  first  of  no  less  than  thirteen 
exhibitions  of  more  or  less  importance.  The  pictures  for  the  loan  Exhibi- 
tion were  borrowed  from  collectors  chiefly  in  this  part  of  Lancashire,  and 
from  Municipal  Art  Galleries  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  The  exhibits 
totalled  192  oil  paintings,  representing  most  of  the  best  painters  of  the 
middle  Victorian  period.  Their  standard  may  be  gauged  from  the  fact 
that  the  Committee  had  to  insure  them  for  over  £50,000.  Since  the  opening 
exhibition  three  Spring  Exhibitions  of  works  by  living  artists  have  been 
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held.  These  exhibitions  are  appreciated  by  the  public.  A steady  advance 
is  being  made  both  in  the  number  and  quality  of  the  exhibits.  Immediately 
after  the  Loan  Exhibition  the  Committee  held  an  exhibition  of  Engravings 
lent  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum.  These  engravings  represented 
the  various  schools  and  styles  of  engraving  from  the  sixteenth  to  the 
eighteenth  century.  Three  hundred  and  thirty  engravings  were  shown, 
and  they  remained  on  view  a little  more  than  three  months,  during  which 
they  were  visited  by  51,306  persons.  After  the  Spring  Exhibition  of  1904 
another  Loan  Exhibition  was  held  on  a smaller  scale  than  the  first  one. 
About  one  hundred  pictures  were  borrowed  and  kept  on  view  for  a month. 
Following  this  was  an  exhibition  of  Landscapes  in  oil  and  water-colour, 
painted  by  Mr.  Byron  Cooper,  illustrating  Tennyson’s  country,  that  is: 
scenes  from  the  localities  in  which  he  lived  and  from  which  he  drew  his 
inspiration.  For  the  three  months  during  which  this  exhibition  was  open 
it  proved  deservedly  popular,  no  fewer  than  22,589  persons  passing  the 
turnstiles.  The  catalogue  of  the  pictures  contained  the  quotations  from 
Tennyson’s  poems,  which  the  pictures  attempted  to  interpret.  Another 
exhibition  of  great  interest  was  the  Photographic  Exhibition  of  October 
1905.  The  photographs  were  those  sent  to  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition  of 
1904  to  represent  British  pictorial  photography.  Two  hundred  and  forty 
works  were  shown,  and  10,877  persons  paid  the  exhibition  a visit.  Three 
exhibitions  of  work  done  by  the  School  of  Art  Students  and  Sketching 
Club  have  been  held  and  have  proved  attractive  to  the  public.  In  Novem- 
ber 1904  was  held  an  exhibition  of  Drawings  done  by  the  scholars  in  the 
elementary  schools  of  Minneapolis,  U.S.A.,  and  in  December  1905  an 
exhibition  of  similar  work  done  by  children  in  the  elementary  schools  of 
Rochdale  was  opened.  In  three  weeks  12,746  persons  visited  the  latter 
exhibition.  The  next  exhibition  will  consist  of  local  portraits  in  celebra- 
tion of  the  Jubilee  of  the  Corporation,  and  will  be  opened  on  the  3rd 
September. 

The  Rochdale  Education  Guild  has  from  time  to  time  instituted  series 
of  “ popular  talks  ” in  the  Art  Gallery  and  Museum  which  have  been  of 
much  educational  value.  The  Literary  and  Scientific  Society  has  also 
several  times  invited  Mr.  H.  B.  Carpenter,  the  Master  of  the  School  of  Art, 
to  give  lectures  on  the  pictures  in  the  various  exhibitions,  which  have 
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helped  the  general  public  to  a more  intelligent  appreciation  of  works  exhi- 
bited. In  the  South  Room  a “Wild  Flower”  table  has  been  kept 
constantly  supplied  with  flowers  throughout  the  spring  and  summer  by 
members  of  the  Field  Naturalist  Society. 

Since  the  Gallery  opened  in  April  1903,  187,344  persons  have  passed 
through  the  turnstiles  during  three  years  ending  March  31st  1906.  The 
highest  attendance  in  one  day  was  on  Saturday  July  4th  1903,  when  1,672 
persons  were  admitted. 

The  future  development  of  the  Art  Gallery  and  Museum  is  full  of  promise, 
the  permanent  collection  is  steadily  growing,  the  exhibitions  are  gaining 
in  character  and  popularity,  and  the  Museum  is  becoming  more  complete 
and  valuable  along  the  lines  it  has  taken. 
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